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Mr. William Brewster. 


Cambridge, Mass. 
My Dear Sir: - I am in receipt of your very kind favor of 
and hasten to express my acknowledgment of its contents. Indeed I 
able to thank you for this offer of assistance, which I am sensible 
ight to expect. However, I trust that at some 

be in my power to reciprocate in a substantial manner, 
assist you in any way, you will not hesitate to mand my services. 

I am well aware of the frequent calls must have on your magnificent 
collection, and how impossible it must be yblige your ecorrespond@nts, so 
that in this instanee I feel greatly indebied lave several times in the 


+ 


past placed my list of Siderata in the hands of Southwick, Webster, Lattin, 
Singley, Rachford, Dent Frazar, Wayne, Haight, &c. &c. My list has now 
become so small that the greate difficulty in completéng it, still lies be- 
fore me, and perhaps it will never be finished. “te you should ever feel 
isit to this part of the country would repay you, I would gladly we 


some you to my home, and take pleasure in showing my little collection of 


; a } Ya n “~ 
kins and e€g2S-e n the meantime, 
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mountains of Mexico, but nothing 


his work 
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5eC. whom if I mistake Was a 


not, 


y unacquainted with him, I somewhat have 


ltogether reliable, and yet I would not. know- 
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honorable. Would you in strict confidence 





inform me if my suspicions are 

troubled with “impecuniosity'’. 

either for your cabinet or otherwise, I hope you 
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mand my SEPViCéES. 


Yours faithfully, &c. 
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Mr. William Brewster. 
Jsambridges Mass. 

My Dear Sir; - I have taken the liberty of sending 
little box of skins to your address, that I would like your 
oPinion of. They were sent me from Arizona, and collected 
by Mr. 0. C. Poling. Me is evidently off in.his names» but as 
I Gicé not feel secure in my study of them, coneluded it best 
to trouble you. The small bird, I make out Megascops f lem- 
meoluss @nd the two larger MM. asio tridopsis. fm I right ? 

I greatly dislike to put you to this trouble » but my ine 
terest in the matter must be my excuse. Will you kindly re- 
turn these specimens when trough with them, and accept my 
thanks in advance. The settlement of Owls that usually con- 
grehate in our nursery in such large numbers, never put in an 
appearance last winter, although closely watched. I entici- 
Arnel ALi ao 
pated $eem studying their habits» but was disappointed. 


Sincerely yours. 


foviske Aecvfece, 
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Mp. William Brewster. 
146 Brattie St. Cambridge, Mass. 

My Dear Sir; +- Referring to yours oi the Gta, or the 
portion that arrived, as the ebruptness of its ending led me 
to believe I cid not reeeive all you intended, - I trust you 
will feel tree to keep the skins as long: as you have use for 
them, and at any tine to draw upon my little stoek of materi- 
2l as well. Mr. Smith ef Loveland, Colo. writes me he has 
foerwarded to you tor identifieation,s several skins of the Owl 
family, and from what I have observed, the need exists for e 
revision of the group of smaller species, of which our east- 
ern fom of Sereech Owl is the type. dy. Polinz: sent me re- 
cently irom Arigona, an interesting lot of Mniotiltidae, but 
the larger portion were prepsered so badly» that I eoneluded 
not to retain them alls but still sutticient remains to ada 
to the value of my little colleetion. My desiderata yet em- 
braces a pair of the Olive Warblers waica I was in hopes he 
would have ecolleeited I suall be pleased to oear your report 
oh these skins waenever it suits your eonvenicnee. 


Faitaftully yours. 
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MAPLE AVENUE. Get Ofestet, Fa. 
Oct lst 1890. 


4y Dear Mr. Drewster. 


In looking over some eggs just sent me from 

Tex, ase I find a few sets marked "Trochilus alexandri, and I am 
under the impression the only species to be found in Comal Lo. 
is T.colubris, may I ask you for a solution of this 7? I some 
times think I am unjustly trespassing upon your time, but in 
my pursuit of knowledge in thig direetion, I find it impossibdée 
to obtain information without intruding upon the time of some 
one. I have just reeeived 2 large lot of rare eggs and nests 
of Arizona birds, collected by Mr. Poling, but I find him very 
eareless. For instaneés a large series of the Texan Night- 
hawk, {so labelled) is unmistakably the western race, "“Henryi", 

Migut I ask it the Uhnordeiles texensis is found at all in 
Cochise Co. Arizona 7? I thought it was mainly confined to 
the region of the Rio Grande. He sends me sets labelled Pi- 
ranga hepatieas Micropus melanoleucus: Parus meridionalis, Se- 
tophaga picta, Spinus psaltria me, icanus, ws. but judging f ran 
other eggs and skins sents I am doubtiul of his knowledge. 


Paithiully yours, sé. 
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My bear Mr. Brewster. 

Your kind favor of the 7tos to wand duly, - 
tellowed by the box of skins to-day» which arrived in good eon 
dition after their trip to Boston. De not: think for a moment 
that your decision disappoints mes as every eolleetor has 
Own Tancy to eonsult in the make-up ei his skins, and what is 
@ Pleasure to one often times becomes undesirable to others. 

I made the suggestion merely to help Ur.Garretts who is a 

Careful and good ornithologist in his loeal tramping grounds. 

It however, at any time you eare to seeurs his services, he 
will faithfully follow your sample and direetions in the make- 
up of your work. Two of the Most earetul parties who ever 
did any work tor me, were A.T.Wayne, and the Messrs. 3rimley of 
Raleigh. The former makes a beautiiul speeimen, smooth and 
perfeet, but it always? tomy mind, a eorpse, in its rigid and 
artizgicial outline. fiow tos latter set up their birds in a 
natural Manner, with the heads slightly raised, and to my eye, 
very suggestive and attractive. In regard to spreadin,; tie 
tails, I iirst obtained the idea trom Chas. A. Allen of valilor- 
nia, who praetises it gn the Troenilidae, «and since then ¢ had 
all my little eolleetion ot Hummers done that way. 

baitarully yours. 
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Your description of a new subspecies 


cana” in the present aumber of the Auk, has been read with 


idea occured to me that possibly my series of this bird might be of interest to you, 


2 


so that if desired I will gladly send them on for examination and comparison, i 


have about seventy skins, mostly from this section, although a number were taken by 


the Brimleys at Raleigh, N.C. and a few from Texas, &c. T trast you will feel en- 
irely fr this offer as your wishes may dietate. The “Nnio- 


tiltideae”: have for many years been to me a special sindy, so that of 
of the various’ species and subs pec i&s: have largely accumulated in my 
comparison, 
ointed in not being able 
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poor health prevented, 


William Brewster 
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a, Semon, Bia 
Cambridge, 
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In reply toe yours 


have been of 


stal birds in question. 
Parula Warbler, that is unkgown to us here, 


and I doub it has nearer 

my desire to obtain as great 

mere fact of a beautiful bird g secondary importance. 

the dates cover the full extent of our migratory season, and T have endeavored to pro- 
cure specimens from their first appesrance until they leave. Also, to secure good 
examples of the different ages. Although the labels would lead one to think I had 
not collected any of these birds personally, such is not the fact, as I have shot al- 
most every skin in my collection from Chester County, but have appended the name of 
young man who has been in my employ fer several years, owing to his valuable services 
in making up the specimens. I find my time for this kind ef work is now past, and 
have to rely upon others who do the work so mich better then I. I am much interested 


ro 


in the group of 
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“airy Woodpeckers”: which has just been so well elaborated by Mr. An- 
thony, although I find some puzzles in my little celleetion, stil this is what con— 
stitutes the chief interest to the conscientious student. i 

Oregon, as large and as pure white beneath, as my specimens from the Rocky Mountains, 
that were collected by Smith many years: ago. Many thanks for your very kind invi- 
tation to visit your collection, and I live in hopes of accomplishing it at some mak 
future day. In the meantime, I would feel gratified to have you look over my little 
museum, where possibly you might find en eccasional curiosity. 


Cordially Yours. 
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